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Holy Rood Channel

Parish Priest : Fr Lucas Rodrigues sfx lucas.rodrigues@cliftondiocese.com
Assistant Priest: Fr Mark Furtado sfx mark.furtado@cliftondiocese.com
Deacons: Eric Holliday eric.holliday@cliftondiocese.com Jose Almeida jose.almeida@cliftondiocese.com

Parish Administrators: Mrs Anna Cummins & Mrs Catarina Britto swindon.holyrood@cliftondiocese.com
Safeguarding Officers: Kazel Dcosta & Veena Pegado: 07394 583185 psr.swindon.holyrood@cliftondiocese.com
Office Hours: Monday — Friday 9.00am — 1.00pm, Thursdays 10.00am — 2.00pm Parish website: www.holyroodswindon.co.uk

Sunday 13t September 2026 - Year A — The Feast Of The Exaltation Of The Holy Cross

Saturday September 12t 6.15pm Cayden Dias (Thanks) Feast of the Exaltation of the
Sunday September 13 8.00am Presley DeSouza (Thanks) Holy Cross
9.30am Assumcao Correa (Thanks)
11.00am Nicole Cheung (Good Health)
3.00pm Rendell & Carol (Intention) Konkani Mass
5.30pm People of the Parish
Monday September 14t 8.00am Benven Cardoso (Thanks) Weekday in Ordinary Time
Beatriz D’Souza +
Tuesday September 15 8.00am Shane Fernandes (Birthday) Memorial of Our Lady of
Holy Cross (Thanksgiving) Sorrows
Wednesday  September 16t 4.30pm Confessions until 5.30pm Memorial of St Cornelius & St
5.45pm Brian Corrigan + Cyprian
Angel Shanaia Rodrigues +
6.30pm Prayer & Adoration for all Choirs
and Perpetual Adoration Adorers
Thursday September 17t 9.30am Justina Pereira (Birhday) Memorial of Saint Edith of
Domingos Santana Barretto + Wilton
Friday September 18 8.00am Marjorie Obradovic Weekday in Ordinary Time
5.45pm Joao Pinheiro & Emilia D’sa +
6.15pm Konkani Charismatic Prayer Group
Saturday September 19 8.00am Crystal D’Souza (7* Birthday) Weekday in Ordinary Time
11.00am Confessions until 11.30am
12:30pm Baptisms
2.00pm The Carlos - First Class Relic Visit
5.00pm Confessions until 5.30pm
6.15pm Antonio Wolfango Almeida +

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: We should glory in the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, in whom is our salvation, life
and resurrection, through whom we are saved and delivered.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Never forget the deeds of the Lord!

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Alleluia, alleluia. We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you, because by your Cross
you have redeemed the world. Alleluia.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON: When I am lifted up from the earth, I will draw everyone to myself, says the Lord.

Sunday Collection

May God bless you for your generous donations to the Church last week, 06/09/26, which amounted to:
Main Collection: £4058.04 Green Envelopes: £90 Catholic Education Service: £1094.84

Second Collection next weekend is for the Bishops” Conference.
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May the Lord bless our parish in a special way as we celebrate our Parish Feast Day
Wishing all our parishioners a very Happy Feast Day

St Carlo — Our Friend in Heaven The next Carlos event will be taking place at Holy Rood Church on Saturday 19t
September from 2-5pm. We invite all teenagers, youth and adults to join us for a day with St Carlo. There will be a
presentation on his life followed by Adoration and Veneration of a First Class Relic of St Carlo. After the 6.15pm parish
Mass there will be an opportunity for Veneration of the relic for those who did not attend the event.

Sacraments: First Holy Communion: Registration is now open for children in Year 3 and above to receive their First Holy

Communion. Please complete the registration form using the link:

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/SMtw9BppBq

Confirmation: Registration is now open for young people in Year 9 and above to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation.
If your child is ready to begin their preparation, please complete the registration form using the link:
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/SdLyaNCjmR

Cenacle (The Upper Room) Youth (18-35) Prayer and Faith Discourse: 24 September, at 6.30-8.40pm. A time for
Adoration, prayer and Catholic Faith discussions. You are invited to join us for this Faith Formation time together.

Adoration & Social Meetings 2026 Fr Lucas invites the parish groups to join him for prayer — meet and greet, on the
following dates: 16t September at 6.30pm - All Choirs and Perpetual Adoration Adorers.
17% October at 2.00pm - Altar Servers and their Parents followed by Altar Server training.

Training Session for All Catechists will take place on Saturday the 26t September at Holy Rood School Hall, Groundwell
Road, from 11.00am - 2.00pm. All Catechists are requested to attend.
New Catechists Anyone interested in becoming a catechist and supporting our youth in preparation to receive the

sacraments of Holy Communion and Confirmation please contact the parish office
swindon.holyrood@cliftondiocese.com or speak to one of our parish catechists.

Children’s Liturgy If you would like to register your child for the Children’s Liturgy please do so Sunday mornings (term
time) from 9.15am - 9.30am. The Children’s Liturgy runs during term time and is for children in Reception, Yr. 1 and Yr.
2. Could the parents of the children attending Children’s Liturgy please be seated in the pews at the front of the church.
Our Lady of Fatima — On Saturday the 3 October, from 12.30pm, the World Apostolate of Fatima-England and Wales
is bringing to our parish the National Pilgrim Virgin Statue. All are invited and encouraged to come and see this
beautiful National Pilgrim Virgin Statue of Our Lady of Fatima, with the Relics of Sts Jacinta and Francisco. Departing
on the 4% October after the 11.00am Mass.

Walsingham Pilgrimage For all parishioners who are booked onto the Walsingham Pilgrimage please note that the
coach will be departing on the 2224 October at 7am, from Holy Rood Church (bus stop on Groundwell Road in front of
the Church).

Harbour Project Next weekend collection of coffee, biscuits and sugar, to help the Day Centre give hospitality to asylum
seekers and refugees.

Book Stall: This Saturday 5-6pm, Sunday 9am to 10.45am Selling Crosses and statues. prayer books, My Day by Day
for September and October and 2027 Calendars and diaries.

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) is the Catholic Church's process for introducing adults to the faith
and preparing them should they wish to become a Catholic. For anyone interested in becoming a Catholic and
finding out more about the faith, please contact the parish office to register
swindon.holyrood@cliftondiocese.com

Baptisms take place on Saturdays at 12.30pm. If you would like to have your baby/child baptised at Holy Rood
Church, please contact the parish office to enrol yourself onto the Baptism Preparation Course. The next course is
on Wednesday 14 October 2026 at 6.30pm — 7.40pm.

Church Tower Work to secure and rebuild our church tower will be starting soon. As you can see the heras fencing
has been erected at the side of the church. We will keep you updated as the work progresses.

Season of Creation Following on from Bishop Bosco's letter, let us take our time this week to slow down and focus
on the signs of God's wonderful creation. Have you noticed what is happening as autumn approaches? Praise to
you Lord of creation, for trees and flowers and the changing season.

Season of Creation: Pope Francis asked us to regard the time between 1st September and 4th October- the Feast of
St Francis of Assisi- as an opportunity to reflect and rejoice in God’s Creation. This year the theme is Living Water.
Do read the letter from Pope Leo - https://www.cbcew.org.uk/care-of-creation-2025-papal-message/

Welcomers Needed Our parish community is in need of more parishioners to join this wonderful ministry. Your
support in welcoming visitors and parishioners to the church is vital. Welcomers are the face of the church, the first
person people visiting will come into contact with. A warm caring welcome shares the love of Jesus. If you are
interested in finding out more about becoming a Welcomer, please email the parish office
swindon.holyrood@cliftondiocese.com
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New TV Screen in the Parish Room will be broadcasting the Parish Masses to enable parents with special needs
children and toddlers to follow the Mass whilst caring for their children. Parents, if your little ones become
unsettled during Mass and need a moment to calm down, to avoid the disturbance of others we kindly ask you to
take them into the parish room where you can still follow the Mass in comfort. Thank you.

Giving up a Seat: Please be attentive during Mass to the elderly and pregnant women who are standing, if you are
able please offer them your seat.

Mass Intentions Masses are available to book from December 2026 onwards. Please fill in a Mass Offering

envelope which can be found in the church porch and post it through the office door. Any requests for Masses
which are not available in the church diary, will be handed to the Goan Chaplaincy and Mass will be offered
elsewhere, however, the intention will be prayed and mentioned at the requested Mass, it will not be printed on
the newsletter, please give at least 3 weeks’ notice.

Holy Rood Channel: Join the Holy Rood Channel on WhatsApp for updates and information
on various activities happening in the parish, weekly newsletter and messages from the Clergy.
To follow please scan the QR code which can be found here and around the church.

Parking: Swindon Borough Council kindly allow parishioners to use the Civil Campus car park from 4pm on
Saturdays until 7pm on Sundays, for those who are attending Mass or an event at Holy Rood Church. You are not
allowed to park in the carpark at any other times unless the Parish Priest has stated that you can. There are maps in
the church porches which show the location of the parking spaces. If you are parking on the streets by the church,
please park considerately and do not park illegally.

Parking around the Church: Much damage has been caused to church property due to cars parking on the
cobblestone and paved areas around the church. Many people other than parishioners have also been parking

here. Once the cobblestone and paved areas have been fixed you will no longer be able to park in these area’s. The
closest carpark is the Wyvern Theatre Carpark. The Church Carpark situated by the main entrance is used by the
school teachers term time, Monday-Friday, 7.30am-5.00pm. Please do not park here during this time.

Mary’s Meals: As children across the UK return to school over the next few weeks, they will be excited and
perhaps nervous to start a new school year. But what if their biggest back to school worry was being too hungry to
learn, or falling ill in class due to hunger? This is the back to school reality for millions of children living in the
world’s poorest communities — but a daily school meal can change that. A donation of £19.15 allows us to provide
a hungry child with a whole years” worth of school meals, and right now that £19.15 will go THREE times as far .
Please follow the link to donate.

Marriage in a rut? Or need help with deeper issues?

Retrouvaille has helped thousands of couples find hope and healing in their marriage.

Next dates: 2n - 4h Oct. www.retrouvaille.org.uk/info Tel: 0788 7296983

This year marks 800 years since the death of St Francis of Assisi and Pope Leo XIV has declared a special Year to
commemorate this. Saturday 3¢ October 2026 is exactly 800 years since St Francis died, and the day before his feast
day. To mark this a walking pilgrimage is planned in the Diocese of Clifton with two legs: The Bristol leg will start
at Clifton Cathedral at 10.30am (9.4 miles).

The Clevedon leg will start at the Franciscan church of the Immaculate Conception in Clevedon at 1pm (6.4 miles).

The two legs will convene at around 4.30pm at the Church of St Francis of Assisi, Nailsea for refreshments and
prayer. Those who wish can stay for the 6pm Saturday evening Vigil Mass for the Feast of St Francis. For more
details and to register see: https:/www.pilgrimways.org.uk/a-franciscan-pilgrimage-in-the-diocese-of-clifton

Caritas Clifton Administration Support: We have had a Caritas initiative in the Diocese as part of the Catholic
Social Action Network for many years. (www.csan.org.uk). The bishop is now keen that this is developed into a

practical resource for parishes. We are looking for volunteers to assist in the setting up, and administration, of the
initiative. This could be for a few hours per week or days. For more information, please contact Deacon Robert von
Hawrylak on caritasclifton@cliftondiocese.com
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