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Sunday 28th June 2020 - Year A   
Solemnity of Saints Peter & Paul, Apostles 

 

 

THIS WEEKS CHURCH OPENING TIMES FOR PRIVATE PRAYER 
 

                                                                  Monday  29th June   9am - 10am & 6pm - 7pm 

                                                                  Tuesday  30th June   9am - 10am & 5pm - 7pm 

                                                             Wednesday   1st  July    9am - 10am & 5pm - 6pm 

                                                                 Thursday  2nd  July    9am - 11am & 5pm - 6pm 

                                                                     Friday   3rd  July    9am - 10am & 5pm - 6pm 

                                                                 Saturday   4th  July    9am - 10am & 5pm - 7pm 

                                                                   Sunday   5th  July   10am - 12noon 
 

THIS WEEKS CELEBRATION OF SAINTS 
 

30th June – Dedication of the Cathedral Church of Saints Peter & Paul 

1st July – Memorial of Saint Oliver Plunket, Bishop, Martyr 

 3rd July – Feast of St Thomas, Apostle 

    4 th July – Memorial of Saint Elizabeth of Portugal  

Our Lady on Saturday  
 

 

Private Masses for the following intentions will be said by Canon John or Father Richard this week 
 

 

Kynastan (Thanksgiving) 
Godfrey Dias (Thanksgiving) 

Philmar Alice Edwards (RIP)(Ann) 
Janice (Birthday) 

Angel Rodrigues (RIP) 
Paddy Reape (RIP) 

Anarita D’Souza (Thanksgiving) 
Venancia Mendes (Thanksgiving) 

Callum Souza (Thanksgiving) 
Churchill De Souza (RIP) 

Jan & Zofia Dzieszuk (RIP) 
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A reflection from Fr Richard: 

This Sunday we keep the feast of Saints Peter and Paul – two pillars of the Church. Peter the head of 

the apostles and Paul the apostle to the Gentiles. Those who established the Church not only by their 
labours but also by their blood. The Gospel for this Sunday recalls the scene where Jesus gives 

authority to Peter, with those famous words which adorn the inside of the dome above his tomb in St 

Peter’s Basilica “Tu es Petrus – You are Peter and on this rock, I will build my Church…”  

But of course, before these words are uttered, Peter himself has declared his faith in Jesus “You are the 

Christ the Son of the living God”. Similarly, today, before anyone is entrusted with a position of 

responsibility or service within the Church, they are asked to make a declaration of faith.  

For Peter and Paul, this faith which they declared was at the heart of their ministry and their role within 

the Church. In our second reading, we hear how important this faith was for Saint Paul as he endured 

hardships and persecution for his faith. He is encouraging Timothy to continue to fight the good fight of 

the faith (as he mentioned in his earlier letter) and to run the race to the finish, keeping the faith - just as 
he has. In his second letter to the Corinthians, St Paul spells out in even more detail exactly the 

sufferings and hardships he endured for his faith (beatings, imprisonment, stoning, being shipwrecked 

etc). In the first reading, we also hear how Peter was imprisoned. His imprisonment being at the time of 

the Passover, a reminder of the persecution that the Israelites endured under the Pharaoh, and also a 

reminder of the arrest of Jesus which took place at the same time. For both Peter and Paul, these 
hardships and sufferings that they endured for the faith would ultimately lead to the martyrdom of each 

of them.  

In terms of the two of them together, they are perhaps most famously known for their discussion about 

how to treat Gentile converts to Christianity. The positions taken by each of them have sometimes been 
identified as somewhat different stances: mission for Saint Paul, who was trying to spread the Gospel 

message as far as possible to all people, and maintenance for Saint Peter, who was entrusted with 

holding the disciples together in unity. Those two aspects will always be in the church, and often in 

tension with each other: mission and maintenance – reaching out to as many people as possible in an 

ever-changing world, whilst holding onto the eternal truths of our faith as handed down by Christ, 

through the church.  

Monsignor Knox, preaching on this day just over 70 years ago, spoke of how all of us in the Church 

should respond to the modern world. He said that “we must not be content with a merely negative 

Catholicism which forbids us to do this, discourages us from doing that, shuts us up in ourselves and 

reduces the Christian life to a treadmill routine of avoiding sin. We must react generously, and if need 
be heroically, to the conditions of our age, of a world which enjoys a precarious, and if we fail in our 

duty, an ignoble peace. That is the lesson which the feast of St Peter and St Paul should have for times 

like ours”  

If that was true 70 years ago, I’m sure it is true today. We may not be asked to embrace martyrdom in 

our lives, but, in the way we run our race, we are challenged to keep the faith and proclaim Christ by 
how we live. Let us today then, be committed to know our faith, proclaim our faith and witness to that 

faith in the way we live our lives. And like the Church at the time of Peter’s arrest let us root all of this 

in unremitting prayer.  

 

 

 



 
NOTICES 

MANY THANKS to all who continue to contribute to  
parish finances.  You can set up a direct debit if you wish 
by emailing the parish office.  Some have sent cheques or 
put their offerings through the presbytery letter box.  
The parish still needs to cover day to day expenses and 
we are grateful for any contributions. 
 
MARRIAGE PREPARATION: The Swindon Marriage 
Care Group held a day of marriage preparation for 5  
local couples recently via zoom – it was lovely to meet 
and work with such a great group. Please keep all those  
preparing for marriage at this time in your prayers.  
 
SWINDON MARRIAGE CARE are continuing to offer 
their services and courses online during the pandemic. 
For more information or to book for marriage  
preparation click this link  and for relationship  
counselling and support click here. 
 
HOLY ROOD YOUTH MINISTRY TEAM have been  
continuing their monthly training and support meetings 
via zoom. We have been looking at how to work  
creatively within safeguarding guidelines for working 
online and with social media. We are missing being in 
touch with all the young people! Do keep the young  
people and the Youth Ministry Team in your prayers. 
 
CHOSEN YOUTH GROUP: Some of our young leaders 
who have been through the Holy Rood Youth Ministry  
confirmation programme and volunteer within the team 
have been busy being creative and musical during  
lockdown. They are truly an inspiration to us all. Visit 
their webpage here.  
 

 

 

Unite against coronavirus  

Coronavirus is continuing to have a devastating impact 
on all of our daily lives, even as we gradually ease 
lockdown restrictions. In many developing countries 
where poverty is widespread and healthcare systems 
are much more fragile than in the UK, the effects are 
likely to be disastrous. Please visit the CAFOD website 
(cafod.org.uk) to find out how people are being helped in 
other parts of the world and how we can help CAFOD by 
signing their petition and by making a donation to the 
Coronavirus Appeal. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
REFLECTION – 28 June – Feast of SS Peter and Paul 

This weekend, had it not been for Covid-19, many of us 
would have been gathering at St. Brendan’s in Bristol, for 
our annual diocesan day. It is always a joyful occasion 
when we celebrate who we are as a community of  
parishes far and wide. A striking aspect of the day is the 
diversity of people who come as individuals but with a 
common purpose. Saints Peter and Paul, whose feast we 
celebrate today, couldn’t have been more different, but 
they were both called by Christ. Each had their own  
mission, but it was part of the same calling. We could say 
that they complimented each other in their different  
approaches to the one mission. There isn’t one of us who 
has it all. In our own following of Jesus, we share what 
we have and allow others to do the same, even if it 
means that we must let go of our own preferences.  
Discipleship is an invitation to respond to what Jesus 
wants of us, not what we think is needed. 
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