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Sunday 21st June 2020 - Year A   
Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 

THIS WEEKS CHURCH OPENING TIMES FOR PRIVATE PRAYER 
 

                                                                  Monday 22nd June    9am - 10am & 6pm - 7pm 

                                                                  Tuesday 23rd June    9am - 10am & 5pm – 7pm 

                                                             Wednesday 24th June    9am - 10am & 5pm – 6pm 

                                                                 Thursday 25th June  10am - 11am & 5pm - 6pm 

                                                                     Friday 26th June    9am - 10am & 5pm – 6pm 

                                                                 Saturday 27th June    9am - 10am & 5pm – 7pm 

                                                                   Sunday 28th June   10am – 12noon 
 

THIS WEEKS CELEBRATION OF SAINTS 
 

22nd June – Feast of Saints John Fisher, Bishop & Thomas More, Martyrs 

23rd June – Memorial of Saint Etheldreda (Audrey), Virgin 

 24th June – Solemnity of the Nativity of Saint John the Baptist 

27th June – Memorial of Saint Cyril of Alexandria, Bishop, Doctor of the Church 

Our Lady on Saturday  
 

 

Private Masses for the following intentions will be said by Canon John or Father Richard this week 
 

 

Carmel Weston (RIP) 
Deacon Dennis Sutton (RIP) 

Danka Johaniewicz (RIP) 
Nazareth, Mariano & Carlos (Thanksgiving) 

Romuald Pawlaczek (RIP)(Ann) 
Mervyn Sampayo (RIP) 

Roman Pawlaczek (RIP)(Ann) 
Braxton Gonsalves (Birthday) 

Teresa Brorzowska (RIP) 
Maria Conceicao Almeida (RIP)(1st Ann) 

Our Lady of Perpetual Succour (Thanksgiving) 
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A reflection from Canon John on the Sacred Heart of Jesus: 

Last Friday we celebrated the beautiful Solemnity of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. Twenty nine years ago on this 

Feast day I was ordained deacon in the Basilica of St Pauls outside the walls in Rome and 28 years ago 

yesterday I was ordained priest. The feast of the Sacred Heart has always been very important for me. I cast my 

mind back through the years and think of all the people whose lives I have been part of, whether in happy times 

or sad. I continue to pray for them and ask for their prayers whether here on earth or God willing in heaven. I 

also pray for the repose of the souls of those in purgatory.  

The feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus celebrates the divine love and human love that God has for all of us. Gods 

love expressed for His people in the Old testament takes on human form in the person of Jesus in the New 

Testament. That Divine love and human love was expressed perfectly on the cross and even more so when the 

heart of Jesus was pierced with a lance and blood and water flowed.  

In many Catholic churches including Holy Rood there is a statue of the Sacred Heart and as we contemplate the 

heart of Jesus we see love, mercy, forgiveness, compassion, strength and courage.  

In the gospel for this feast Jesus says, “Come to me all you who labour and are overburdened and I will give you 

rest. Shoulder my yoke and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your 

souls, Yes, my yoke is easy my burden is light,”  

These words of Jesus give us much consolation particularly in these difficult times. Like little children we come 

before Jesus and wonder at His loving heart. If we do this, he will reveal to us what we need for our hearts so 

that we can find peace in this troubled world and rest from the burdens of life. So as we unite our hearts to the 

Sacred Heart of Jesus let us humbly pray that Jesus will make our hearts like his.  

Sacred Heart of Jesus we implore O make us love thee more and more.  

Immaculate Heart of Mary pray for us. 

 

 



NOTICES 

HELP NEEDED: As you can see the church is opening at 
specific times during the daytime and evening for  
private prayer.  We are still in need of volunteers to help 
steward, specifically on Tuesday evenings between  
6-7pm.  Please email or call the parish office if you are 
able to help. 
 
MANY THANKS to all who continue to contribute to  
parish finances.  You can set up a direct debit if you wish 
by emailing the parish office.  Some have sent cheques or 
put their offerings through the presbytery letter box.  
The parish still needs to cover day to day expenses and 
we are grateful for any contributions. 
 
 
MY DAY BY DAY: Julia has copies for June and July.  If 
you require them, please phone her on 01793 534743 or 
text 07751521814 giving your name and address, so 
that she can deliver or post to you.  Payment can be 
made after lockdown. 
 
MARRIAGE PREPARATION: The Swindon Marriage 
Care Group held a day of marriage preparation for 5  
local couples recently via zoom – it was lovely to meet 
and work with such a great group. Please keep all those  
preparing for marriage at this time in your prayers.  
 
SWINDON MARRIAGE CARE are continuing to offer 
their services and courses online during the pandemic. 
For more information or to book for marriage  
preparation click this link  and for relationship  
counselling and support click here. 
 
HOLY ROOD YOUTH MINISTRY TEAM have been  
continuing their monthly training and support meetings 
via zoom. We have been looking at how to work  
creatively within safeguarding guidelines for working 
online and with social media. We are missing being in 
touch with all the young people! Do keep the young  
people and the Youth Ministry Team in your prayers. 
 
CHOSEN YOUTH GROUP: Some of our young leaders 
who have been through the Holy Rood Youth Ministry  
confirmation programme and volunteer within the team 
have been busy being creative and musical during  
lockdown. They are truly an inspiration to us all. Visit 
their webpage here.  
 

 

 

Unite against coronavirus  

Coronavirus is continuing to have a devastating impact 
on all of our daily lives, even as we gradually ease 
lockdown restrictions. In many developing countries 
where poverty is widespread and healthcare systems 
are much more fragile than in the UK, the effects are 
likely to be disastrous. Please visit the CAFOD website 
(cafod.org.uk) to find out how people are being helped in 
other parts of the world and how we can help CAFOD by 
signing their petition and by making a donation to the 
Coronavirus Appeal. 

REFLECTION – 21st June - Twelfth Sunday in  

Ordinary Time 

Today’s Gospel is full of consolation and encouragement. 
Three times Jesus tells his disciples not to be afraid, not 
to fear. We are to be fearless even in the face of adversity 
because we are known by God, loved and cherished  
intimately. If sparrows are precious in the eyes of God, 
we are even more precious. If there has been a time in 
our history when we have needed to be courageous, it 
has been this time during COVID-19. For many it has 
been a very frightening period and they have been  
incredibly courageous. This is often what discipleship is 
like. There can be hardship but there is also the 
knowledge that we are passionately loved by God. There 
are some who do not know that they are loved. As  
disciples of Christ we are called to 
share the Good News so that everyone in the world 
comes to know that they are precious, that they are 
loved and the one who created them is close to them. 
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