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Sunday 14th June 2020 - Year A   
Solemnity of the Most Holy Body & Blood of Christ (Corpus Christi) 

 

 

THIS WEEKS CHURCH OPENING TIMES FOR PRIVATE PRAYER 
 

                                                                  Monday 15th June    6pm - 7pm 

                                                                  Tuesday 16th June    9am - 10am 

                                                             Wednesday 17th June    9am - 10am 

                                                                 Thursday 18th June  10am - 11am & 5pm-6pm 

                                                                     Friday 19th June    9am - 10am 

                                                                 Saturday 20th June    9am - 10am 
 

THIS WEEKS CELEBRATION OF SAINTS 
 

16th June – Memorial of St Richard of Chichester 

19th June – Solemnity of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus 

 20th June – Memorial of the Immaculate Heart of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 

 

Private Masses for the following intentions will be said by Canon John or Father Richard this week 
 

 

Antonetta De Stefano, Antonio Fiore, Anthony Ferris (RIP) 
Carlo & Angelo Lorusso (RIP) 

Byron & Brylan Palha (Birthday) 
Nash Pereira (Birthday) 

Rachel Monteiro (Birthday) 
Zygi Smolicz (RIP) 

Manuel D’Souza (1st Ann)(RIP) 
Mariola & Joseph Martin (RIP) 

Deceased Fernandes Family (RIP) 
Joaquim Francis Viegas (RIP) 

Bronislaw Suchecki (RIP) 
 

Please pray for all those who have died recently 
 

Michael Hughes (RIP) 
Leopoldo Manuel Yanez Perez (RIP) 
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A reflection from Fr Richard on this Sunday’s Gospel reading: 

This Sunday we celebrate the Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ, commonly known as 

Corpus Christi. Of course, we do so at a time when people have been unable to receive the Eucharist, the Body 

and Blood of Christ, at Mass for some time now. We aim to open the church as soon as possible and when the 

church is open there will be an opportunity to pray before the Blessed Sacrament in the Tabernacle. We don’t 

know when we will be able to celebrate Mass publicly, and when people will be able to receive Holy 

Communion once more, but in the meantime perhaps we could reflect on the importance of our worship of the 

Blessed Sacrament outside Mass. This Sunday’s feast of Corpus Christi is therefore a rather timely opportunity 

to do this.  

The Solemnity goes back to the thirteenth century; it was instituted by Pope Urban IV in 1264. The meaning of 

the feast, from the outset, has always been the consideration of, and devotion to, the real presence of Christ in 

the Eucharist. The centre of the feast was to be, as Pope Urban described it, a popular devotion reflected in 

hymns and joy. In the same year, Saint Thomas Aquinas, at the Pope’s request, composed for this day the 

sequence which is still sung or read at Mass, Lauda Sion Salvatorem. About half-way through the sequence, in 

the sixth of twelve verses (in the full version), we hear these words:  

This faith to Christian men is given –  

Bread is made flesh by words from heaven:  

Into his blood the wine is turned:  

The whole sequence is a hymn of great joy to the truths contained in those words, Christ is truly, fully, present 

in the bread and wine which is consecrated at Mass. Even though, to our senses they still appear to be bread and 

wine, our faith tells us that this is Christ’s flesh and blood. One undivided Lord is present in our food and drink, 

the living body and ever precious blood.  

In the gospel reading at Mass, we hear the final part of the Bread of Life Discourse from the sixth chapter of 

John’s Gospel. Jesus tells us: “…if you do not eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you will not 

have life in you. Anyone who does eat my flesh and drink my blood has eternal life, and I shall raise him up on 

the last day.” This great gift of Jesus’ body and blood, present in the Eucharist, enables us to receive eternal life. 

This is why the Church teaches that the Eucharist is the source and summit of the Christian life. As the 

Catechism teaches, “in the blessed Eucharist is contained the whole spiritual good of the Church, namely Christ 

himself, our Pasch.”  

Of course, at the moment people are unable to receive the Eucharist, but that doesn’t mean that we can’t benefit 

from Our Lord’s Eucharistic presence. If we just return to the origins of today’s feast, in the thirteenth century, 

this was a time when many Catholics didn’t regularly receive communion, partly due to a rather severe 

penitential discipline. So there developed a widespread desire to simply look upon the Host, to be close to 

Christ’s presence. Some people even rushed from church to church to arrive in time to see the elevation of the 

Host at the consecration.  

It was faith in the real presence of Christ in the Holy Eucharist that led to devotion to Jesus in the Blessed 

Sacrament outside of Mass as well. Our Lord and our God is in the Tabernacle, and so it is appropriate that we 

show him our adoration and our love. Our genuflections and our prayers before Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament 

are real acts of faith and adoration. Jesus is waiting for us in this sacrament of love. Like those people who met 

Jesus during the days of his life on earth, we too will experience the happiness and joy of being with him. So if 

you have the opportunity in the coming days and weeks, when the church is open again, do take this great 

opportunity to experience Christ’s real presence once more.  

 

 

 

 



NOTICES 

We hope to open the church soon for private prayer.  
We need volunteers to steward these opening times.  
Until parishioners come forward to volunteer we will be  
unable to open.  Please consider volunteering for just 
one hour a week.  Please email the parish office with 
your details and times available. Thank you. 
 
Many thanks to all who continue to contribute to parish 
finances.  You can set up a direct debit if you wish by 
emailing the parish office.  Some have sent cheques or 
put their offerings through the presbytery letter box.  
The parish still needs to cover day to day expenses and 
we are grateful for any contributions. 
 
RADIO BROADCAST OF MASS - BBC Radio 4  
Sunday Worship will broadcast Mass celebrated by  
Cardinal Vincent Nichols from Westminster Cathedral on 
Sunday 14 June at 8.10 am.  
This will no doubt be especially good news for Catholics 
who do not have access to the internet but do have a  
radio.   
 
MY DAY BY DAY: Julia has copies for June and July.  If 
you require them, please phone her on 01793 534743 or 
text 07751521814 giving your name and address, so 
that she can deliver or post to you.  Payment can be 
made after lockdown. 
 
MARRIAGE PREPARATION: The Swindon Marriage 
Care Group held a day of marriage preparation for 5  
local couples recently via zoom – it was lovely to meet 
and work with such a great group. Please keep all those  
preparing for marriage at this time in your prayers.  
 
SWINDON MARRIAGE CARE are continuing to offer 
their services and courses online during the pandemic. 
For more information or to book for marriage  
preparation click this link  and for relationship  
counselling and support click here. 
 
HOLY ROOD YOUTH MINISTRY TEAM have been  
continuing their monthly training and support meetings 
via zoom. We have been looking at how to work  
creatively within safeguarding guidelines for working 
online and with social media. We are missing being in 
touch with all the young people! Do keep the young  
people and the Youth Ministry Team in your prayers. 
 
CHOSEN YOUTH GROUP: Some of our young leaders 
who have been through the Holy Rood Youth Ministry  
confirmation programme and volunteer within the team 
have been busy being creative and musical during  
lockdown. They are truly an inspiration to us all. Visit 
their webpage here.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Unite against coronavirus  

Coronavirus is continuing to have a devastating impact 
on all of our daily lives, even as we gradually ease 
lockdown restrictions. In many developing countries 
where poverty is widespread and healthcare systems 
are much more fragile than in the UK, the effects are 
likely to be disastrous. Please visit the CAFOD website 
(cafod.org.uk) to find out how people are being helped in 
other parts of the world and how we can help CAFOD by 
signing their petition and by making a donation to the 
Coronavirus Appeal.  

 

 
 

REFLECTION – 14 June – Corpus Christi – Most 

Holy Body and Blood of Christ 

Today we are invited to reflect on our understanding of 
the presence of Christ in the Eucharistic species and 
what it means to our faith. This will not be difficult for us 
– we have been deprived for many weeks of receiving 
Christ in Holy Communion. It is possible that our  
appreciation of what we have currently lost has opened 
our eyes to how easy it is to take things for granted.  
Unlike many parts of the world where daily, or even 
weekly, opportunities to celebrate Mass are few and far 
between, we are fortunate to be able to receive the  
precious Body and Blood of our Lord on a regular basis. 
The Church gives us this feast so that we can reflect on 
the sacramental life of our faith. We know, more than 
ever, how important it is for us to be able to participate 
in the divine life of the Church and, although our  
reception of Holy Communion offers us a promise of 
eternal life, it also gives us the nourishment we need to 
follow and emulate the life of Jesus. In receiving the 
Body of Christ we are called to be the Body of Christ, to 
be bread for others and bread for the world, especially 
those who hunger and thirst not only for food but for 
justice. 
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