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Sunday 31st May 2020 - Year A   
Solemnity of Pentecost Sunday 

 

 

THIS WEEKS CELEBRATION OF SAINTS 

 

1st June – Memorial of Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church 

2nd June – Memorial of Saints Marcellinus & Peter, Martyrs 

3rd June – Memorial of Saint Charles Lwanga & Companions, Martyrs 

4th June – Feast of Our Lord Jesus Christ, the Eternal High Priest 

5th June – Memorial of Saint Boniface, Bishop, Martyr 
6th June – Memorial of Saint Norbert, Bishop 

 

 

Private Masses for the following intentions will be said by Canon John or Father Richard 

this week 
 

 
Deceased Fernandes Family (RIP) 

Alice Freeman (RIP) 
Luca Carver (RIP) 

Deceased Duda Family (RIP) 
S Jocz (RIP) 

Shayne De Araujo (Thanksgiving) 
Tatah & Pastore Families (Protection of St Michael) 

Michael & Claire Hallinan (RIP) 
Jose Do Rosario (Good Health) 

John Lawer (RIP) 
John & Julia Flaherty (RIP) 

 
 

http://www.holyroodswindon.co.uk/
http://www.swindoncatholicdeanery.co.uk/
http://www.cliftondiocese.com/
mailto:swindon.holyrood@cliftondiocese.com
mailto:hrym.swindon@cliftondiocese.com
mailto:fhcg.swindon.holyrood@cliftondiocese.com


A reflection from Father Richard on this Sunday’s Gospel reading: 
 

We have been praying these last few days for a fresh outpouring of the Holy Spirit, and we continue to do so 

this Sunday, on the Feast of Pentecost. Our opening prayer for this Sunday’s Mass asks God to pour out the gifts 

of the Holy Spirit across the face of the earth.  

But our readings for this Sunday also have an element of commissioning, of sending out, having been filled with 

the Holy Spirit. Our reception of the Holy Spirit is not something that is given to us for our benefit alone, but so 

that we may go out and share it with others. In our first reading, from the Acts of the Apostles, we hear about the 

apostles receiving the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, and then immediately speaking other languages so that all of 

those who had gathered in Jerusalem for the feast could hear them speaking in their own language. If we were to 

look at the places that are named on a map we would see that they form a circle around Jerusalem, God’s 

message will be sent out from Jerusalem to every country, every place. Christ’s message of salvation is for 

everyone. The number of nations listed is seventeen, the seventh prime number, a number used in scripture to 

indicate universality and perfection. The Holy Spirit is not given to the apostles for their benefit alone, but for 

the whole world.  

In our Gospel reading, we hear John’s account of Jesus commissioning the apostles. Jesus breathes on the 

apostles, in what’s sometimes referred to as John’s Pentecost. This is a foreshadowing of the coming of the Holy 

Spirit. They received the Holy Spirit from Christ and were empowered to act in his name. For his apostles, as 

priests, the power to forgive sins was a vital part of their role of sanctifying the people. This commission to 

forgive sins has long been seen, as explained at the Council of Trent, as the institution of the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation. But this commissioning, “as the Father sent me, so am I sending you”, applies to all of us, both 

clergy and laity. As disciples, we are all called to have a missionary outlook.  

But we might ask ourselves, how can we be missionary at the moment, this Pentecost, when we are so limited in 

what we can do? Well, I think there are two things we might focus on. Firstly, to sustain our own faith, with our 

daily prayers, and also to encourage those that we are in contact with, family, friends, colleagues to sustain their 

faith, by whatever means we can; personal contact, phone calls, emails or the use of social media. And secondly, 

to pray especially for the gifts of the Holy Spirit to help us at this time. The gifts of wisdom, understanding, 

counsel, knowledge, piety, fear of the Lord, and most especially for fortitude.  

The virtue of fortitude, perfected by the gift of the Holy Spirit, enables us to overcome the obstacles, that in one 

way or another, we encounter along the path of holiness, but it doesn’t remove the weakness of human nature, 

the fear of danger, pain, or weariness. A person who is strong can still experience fear, but can overcome it 

thanks to love. Precisely because of love, a Christian is able to face greater risks. As we all undergo the 

particular trials related to the current pandemic, we ask once more for the Holy Spirit to give us fortitude in 

order to face these trials, keeping strong in our faith in the salvation brought for us by Christ.  

 
 

 

 

Please follow the link to our Home Worship page for Masses, Prayers & Spiritual content 
 

https://www.holyroodswidon.co.uk/home-worship 

To make a donation to the church please go to the home page and click on the donate button 
https://www.holyroodswindon.co.uk/ 
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NOTICES 

Many thanks to all who continue to contribute 
to parish finances.  You can set up a direct 
debit if you wish by emailing the parish office.  
Some have sent cheques or put their offerings 
through the presbytery letter box.  The parish 
still needs to cover day to day expenses and we 
are grateful for any contributions. 
 
BISHOP DECLAN encourages us all to  
participate in praying the Rosary in a May  
Rosary Mission this Pentecost Sunday (31st 
May) which has been organised by the Shrine 
of Our Lady of Walsingham.  Each Diocese in 
England, Wales and Scotland has been allotted 
an hour in which the Rosary will be prayed  
either individually or in family groups.  The 
hour allotted to Clifton is 1pm.  At that time the 
Rosary will be live streamed from the  
Cathedral, please join us! 
 
MY DAY BY DAY: Julia has copies for June and 
July.  If you require them, please phone her on 
01793 534743 or text 07751521814 giving 
your name and address, so that she can deliver 
or post to you.  Payment can be made after 
lockdown. 
 

 

 

REFLECTION  

31 May – Pentecost Sunday 
Today is the joyful celebration of Pentecost. 
Our Gospel speaks of the disciples locked away 
behind closed doors afraid of the Jewish  
authorities. Jesus comes and stands amongst 
them and offers them peace. Twice he says to 
them, ‘Peace be with you.’ His presence and his 
offering brings the disciples great joy and  
confidence. It is a confidence that sends them 
out into the world once more. This is the peace 
we are offered. It is not a simple handshake, it 
is an offering of deep inner peace which  
reassures us that with Jesus we are safe, we 
can feel confident that all will be well. As  
Christians we have been given many gifts. If we 
have a role to play in the world it is to share 
this gift of peace, the peace that leads to  
freedom and hope and a belief in all things that 
are good. 


