
 

 

 Holy Rood Catholic Church 
2 Groundwell Road 
Swindon SN1 2LU 

Tel:  01793 522062 
 Clifton Diocese Registered Charity No: 1170168 

 
 

                                      
                  
Parish website:                                       www.holyroodswindon.co.uk  
Deanery website:                            www.swindoncatholicdeanery.co.uk 
Diocesan website:                                     www.cliftondiocese.com 
Parish email:                            swindon.holyrood@cliftondiocese.com 
Youth Ministry email:                      hrym.swindon@cliftondiocese.com 
1st Holy Communion email:    fhcg.swindon.holyrood@cliftondiocese.com 
 

 

Parish Priest:           Canon John Cunningham: john.cunningham@cliftondiocese.com  
Assistant Priest       Fr Richard Elson: richard.elson@cliftondiocese.com  
Deacons:             Rev Jonathan Ager & Rev José Estrocio 
Administrator:        Mrs Anna Cummins (Office Hours: Closed until further notice)  

Please contact the office by phone or email regarding any administrational requests 
 

 

Sunday 24th May 2020 - Year A   
Seventh Sunday of Easter 

 

 

THIS WEEKS CELEBRATION OF SAINTS 

 

25th May – Memorial of Saint Bede the Venerable, Priest, Doctor of the Church 

26th May – Memorial of Saint Philip Neri, Priest 

27th May – Feast of Saint Augustine of Canterbury 

29th May – Memorial of Saint Paul VI, Pope 
 

 

Private Masses for the following intentions will be said by Canon John or Father Richard 

this week 
 

 
Salu Rodrigues (RIP) 
Angelo Caruso (RIP) 

Leopoldo Pereira (RIP) 
Betty Cunningham (RIP) 

Lazaro, Belita, Brenda (Thanksgiving) 
Jennifer Dias (RIP) 

Deceased Fernandes Family (RIP) 
Souls of 47 York Road 

James Banks (RIP) 
Ariah Galilee Vales (Birthday) 

Romauld & Zofia Kondratowicz (RIP) 
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A reflection from Canon John on this Sunday’s Gospel reading: 
 

I was reading recently about how people during the isolation and bombing of London, during the  

Second World War looked for ways to bring some comfort to people. 

  
One such person was Kenneth Clark, the director of the National Gallery of Art. The whole collection 

of art was moved out of London and was housed in Wales.  Mr Clark decided to bring back one 

painting a month, so that the people of London could have at least one moment of joy and inspiration as 

they suffered the difficulties of war time London.  

 
He surveyed the public to see which painting they wanted to see most. At the top of the list was a  

painting which captures the gospel moment when the risen Lord encounters Mary Magdalene, who 

reaches out to touch him.  

 

In response Jesus asks Mary not to cling to him as he has not yet ascended to his Father. Instead he asks 
Mary to be a witness to the resurrection.  

 

Last Thursday we celebrated Ascension Day, normally a Holy Day of Obligation.  Forty days after 

Easter Jesus ascended to his Father. The number forty in the Bible has the meaning of cleansing and 
purification. It also has the meaning of strengthening and enlightenment.  

 

For the disciples during those 40 days much has happened, and they begin to come to terms with what 

they need to know and understand. In the gospel account of the Ascension the disciples set out for 

Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had arranged to meet them.  
When they saw him some fell down at his feet, others hesitated.  Why did some hesitate, surely they 

recognised Jesus.  Maybe too much had happened and the reality of who Jesus is had not fully sunk in 

to them, this could be the reason for their hesitation.  

 

For all of us much has happened since Easter, the world has changed and continues to change. Like the 

disciples we may be unsure about the future and what will happen next.  

But whatever the future and whatever will happen, let us take comfort in the last words of Jesus.  

“And know that I am with you always, yes to the end of time.”  

This is the promise of Jesus to his disciples and to all of us.  So in the days ahead, let us stay close to 

Jesus and be with each other in prayerful support. Let us in the days ahead also pray for the coming of 
the Holy Spirit.  

 

Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts and minds of your faithful servants and enkindle in us the fire of your 

love. Send forth your spirit and they will be created and you will renew the faith of the earth.  

 
Let us pray  

O God who instructed the hearts of the faithful by the light of the Holy Spirit grant us in the name of 

the same Spirit to be truly wise and ever rejoice in his consolation, through Christ Our Lord. Amen 
 

 

Please follow the link to our Home Worship page for Masses, Prayers & Spiritual content 
 

https://www.holyroodswidon.co.uk/home-worship 

To make a donation to the church please go to the home page and click on the donate button 
https://www.holyroodswindon.co.uk/ 
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NOTICES 

BISHOP DECLAN encourages us all to  
participate in praying the Rosary in a May  
Rosary Mission on Pentecost Sunday (31st 
May) which has been organised by the Shrine 
of Our Lady of Walsingham.  Each Diocese in 
England, Wales and Scotland has been allotted 
an hour in which the Rosary will be prayed  
either individually or in family groups.  The 
hour allotted to Clifton is 1pm.  At that time the 
Rosary will be live streamed from the  
Cathedral, please join us! 
 
MY DAY BY DAY: Julia has copies for June and 
July.  If you require them, please phone her on 
01793 534743 or text 07751521814 giving 
your name and address, so that she can deliver 
or post to you.  Payment can be made after 
lockdown. 
 
Please follow the link:  
https://www.thykingdomcome.global/sites/d
efault/files/2020-
01/Journey%20with%20Mary.pdf 
and pray with Mary for a fresh outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
REFLECTION  

24 May, 7th Sunday of Eastertide 
Today’s Gospel is part of the priestly prayer of 
Jesus. Jesus speaks directly to his Father. He 
prays for those who belong to him. In other 
words, he is praying for us, asking God to  
protect us. It is the perfect model for our own 
prayer because Jesus is speaking from the 
depths of his heart. Prayer has been and  
continues to be central to the life of our  
communities. When we have not been able to 
gather physically, we have found innovative 
ways to come together virtually. What has  
mattered more than anything has been our  
desire to bring to God our heartfelt needs. In 
these difficult months we may not have been 
able to comprehend what is going on, but we 
have been able to pray. Even when that has 
been hard for us personally, others have been 
able to hold us in their prayer. The prayer of  
Jesus is not for himself. While we may pray 
that we will respond to whatever God asks of 
us, ultimately we are encouraged to grow in 
our relationship with God by our prayer for 
others. The fruit of our prayer will be seen in 
our reaching out and our tender love for  
others. 

https://www.thykingdomcome.global/sites/default/files/2020-01/Journey%20with%20Mary.pdf
https://www.thykingdomcome.global/sites/default/files/2020-01/Journey%20with%20Mary.pdf
https://www.thykingdomcome.global/sites/default/files/2020-01/Journey%20with%20Mary.pdf

