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Sunday	17th	May	2020	-	Year	A			
Sixth	Sunday	of	Easter	

	
	

We pray for the Christian Churches in the Middle East, North Africa, the Horn of Africa and India 
 

“Heavenly Father, we pray today for peace in the world, especially in the Middle East. By your heavenly 
grace, strengthen the faith and hope of Eastern Christians. May they be blessed with peace and prosperity in 
their lands. And may we be inspired by their devotion and witness to the Gospel, by their love and compassion 

for all in their communities, and by their courage, their endurance and self-sacrifice against oppression. 
Through their charity, tolerance and friendship, bring peace and reconciliation to those troubled lands, 

where Christianity was born and first spread. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.” 
	
 

Private Masses for the following intentions will be said by Canon John or Father Richard 
this week 

 

	
Anthony	De	Souza	(RIP)	
Roger	Carver	(RIP)	

Valerie	Antao	(Thanksgiving)	
Benefactors	of	the	Parish	

Deceased	Zaccaro	&	Bozzuto	Families	(RIP)	
Renelle	Nunes	(Birthday)	

Josie	Flaherty(RIP)	
Caetano	&	Mingulina	Dias	(Thanksgiving)	

Leo	Poldo	Pereira	(RIP)	
Francis	&	Milagrina	(Thanksgiving)	

Maureen	Coyne	(RIP)	
	

Please	pray	for	all	those	who	have	died	recently	
	

Danuta	Johaniewicz	(RIP)	
Angela	Mazzotta	(RIP)	

	



A reflection from Fr Richard on this Sunday’s Gospel reading: 

Our Gospel reading this Sunday is a continuation of the farewell discourse that we heard part of last week. It is 
the final message that Jesus gave to his disciples during the Last Supper. Last week we heard of a promise of 

future heavenly glory, Jesus says “I am going to prepare a place for you, and after I have gone and prepared you 
a place, I shall return to take you with me.” During this forty-day period that we are currently in, between Easter 

and the Ascension of Our Lord, the Church asks us to keep our eyes on heaven, our final dwelling place, to 
which Our Lord is calling us. And this invitation becomes more pressing as we approach the day on which Jesus 

went up to the right hand of the Father.  

The promise contained in this Sunday’s Gospel is a complimentary one to that promise of heavenly glory. This 
week we hear Jesus promise the gift of another Advocate. Jesus says “I shall ask the Father and he will give you 
another Advocate”. This term for the Holy Spirit, Advocate, is a legal term; it means a counsellor who supports 
a defendant at a trial. An advocate is there to provide help and assistance, to give counsel, to plead the defend-
ant’s cause, to intercede with the judge. The Spirit, then, will be a great defender of the disciples, and by exten-
sion a great defender of us as well. The Spirit will give comfort and support to the disciples when the hostile, 
unbelieving world persecutes them. Dwelling in the disciples, he will lead them to a deeper understanding of 
Jesus, and enable them to bear witness to him. Notice that Jesus says the Spirit will be another Advocate, for 
Jesus himself has been a defender of the disciples on earth and will continue to do so in heaven, but here he 
promises that they will receive this extra help of the Holy Spirit as well.  

This coming Thursday we will be celebrating the Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord, a feast which, in nor-
mal circumstances, is celebrated as a Holyday of Obligation. The days that follow the Ascension until Pentecost 
Sunday are traditionally seen as days of special prayer for a fresh outpouring of the Holy Spirit on us. These 
days of prayer between the Ascension and Pentecost mark the original novena of Mary and the disciples.  

The Acts of the Apostles recounts how Mary, the Apostles, and other disciples returned to the upper room and 
remained there in prayer and supplication. Like us at the moment, they were in a type of lockdown of their own. 
The total number of days between Ascension Thursday and Pentecost Sunday is nine. This is the reason the 
Church’s devotional novenas follow a similar nine-day model.  

The purpose of a novena prayer is to teach us patience and perseverance in prayer. Too often we can be tempted 
to believe that God is not answering our prayers if we do not see “results” as expediently as we would like. Our 
prayers can easily turn from being supplications, whereby we attempt to conform our wills to God’s will, to de-
mands, whereby we attempt to conform God’s will to our own. The discipline of the novena is more for us than 
it is for God: God hears and answers all our prayers, whether we pray for just one day or for 99 days. We, how-
ever, are always in need of learning how to pray as we ought. In a traditional novena, like the Apostles and 
Mary, we agree to wait for the working of the Spirit and to submit our desires to the will of God.  

So as we look forward to our celebration of the Ascension this week, let us begin to pray for that fresh outpour-
ing of the Holy Spirit on each of us and on our parish community.  

Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and enkindle in them the fire of your love. Send forth your 
Spirit and they shall be created. And you shall renew the face of the earth. O, God, who by the light of the Holy 
Spirit, did instruct the hearts of the faithful, grant us in the same Spirit to be truly wise and ever to rejoice in His 
consolation. Through Christ Our Lord, Amen. 
 
 

 
Please follow the link to our Home Worship page for Masses, Prayers & Spiritual content 

 

https://www.holyroodswidon.co.uk/home-worship	
	

To	make	a	donation	to	the	church	please	go	to	the	home	page	and	click	on	the	donate	button	
https://www.holyroodswindon.co.uk/	
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REFLECTION	
17 May – 6th Sunday of Eastertide 
‘I will not leave you orphaned.’ 
At some point we all want or even need to 
hear these words. They speak directly to some 
of our greatest fears and challenges;  
abandonment and isolation, loneliness,  
vulnerability. These words of Jesus remind us 
that we do not stand alone, whatever our  
circumstances. We are living in a time of 
great uncertainty. We do not have all the  
answers and many of us are fearful. Our fear 
points to the deeper reality that by ourselves 
we are not enough that we were never created 
to be self-sufficient. We were created to love 
and be loved, to live in relationship as people 
who give themselves to each other, to dwell, 
abide, and remain within each other. “I will 
not leave you orphaned.” That is the promise.  
Regardless of the circumstances of our lives, 
storms, death, separation, we have never been 
and will never be abandoned by God. Let us 
renew our faith again this week and hold fast 
to the promise that we are not alone, and we 
never will be. 

 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


