Meet the Core Team—Neil Peixoto
Hi, I’m Neil and I’ve been involved with Holy Rood Youth Ministry for the past three years.
Besides serving as a catechist in the Confirmation programme, I also help organise the
youth Holy Hours which take place every alternate month. You’ll usually find me at the Sunday evening Mass making sure that the words come up on the screen on time!
It’s an awesome responsibility and privilege to help bring teens closer to Christ, not only by
instructing them in the Faith, but also through our witness and making them feel welcome.
My hope is that all young people realise just how much God loves them, especially in His
amazing gift of the Eucharist. Other interesting facts about me - I love everything St. John
Paul II and I’m a big fan of Matt Maher. I’m also passionate about good quality and decent
media, particularly films that inspire us to virtue and promote Christian values.

The Confirmation Calendar can be found on the Church Noticeboard and the current Planner can be found in
the HRYM leaflet dispenser in the foyer.
STOP PRESS! The Nativity— a live play—Tuesday 17th December 5.30pm Holy Rood Church
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Confirmation 2019 programme
is now complete and online
registrations are being taken
for 2020. Please keep an eye
on the church bulletin, the
HRYM noticeboards and the
church website for more information—or email the team.

HOLY HOUR /
ADORATION
Holy Hours especially for
Young People continue on
a regular basis—see the
Planner for dates, or look
out for the notice in the
Church Weekly Bulletin. If
you wish to get involved in
the planning and running
of these events, do drop
the Team an email.

Holy Rood Youth Ministry Team (HRYM)
2 Groundwell Road
Swindon
SN1 2LU
01793 522062—Church contact number
07585227725—HRYM contact number
swindon.holyrood@cliftondiocese.com—Parish email
hrym.swindon@cliftondiocese.com—HRYM email
holyroodswindon.co.uk—Parish website
cliftondiocese.com—Diocesan website

We are a joyful, Spirit filled community.
Through our love of God and faith in Jesus,
we come together:
to worship,
to grow in faith,
to serve and to give
within and beyond our church.
We are disciples who go out in peace to
spread the Good News
and we have a future full of hope

Holy Rood Youth Ministry
Team consists of a Core
Team of 9 members and a
group of more than 20 helpers. We always have room
for more, so if you fancy
joining us, send a text or an
email and someone will get
back to you.

Youth Ministry at Holy Rood aims to support young
people in getting to know God better - Father, Son
and Holy Spirit - so that they can live life to the full
and become equipped to share that life and the joy
of the Gospel with others …… starting from wherever
they are in their own life just now.

Holy Rood Young Leaders is
a sub-set of the HRYM Team
and currently consists of 12
Young People.

Diocesan Family Day 6th July 2019
A group of our Young Leaders gave up their time to help at the Diocesan Family Day at St
Brendan’s College, Bristol. They acted as stewards and introduced the speakers, including
the key note speakers, in front of a great crowd!
They did an excellent job—and they had fun too!
Young Leaders
Our Young Leaders’ group is going from strength to strength. They
meet regularly for support and training and get involved in as many
activities as possible—they are an integral part of our Confirmation
Programme too—if you are interested in finding out about joining
them, contact the Youth Ministry Team.
Youth Event 27th July—Who are you Lord?
Our Young Leaders also helped at the Youth
Event at St Joseph’s College co-run with the
Goan Chaplaincy—turn the page to find out
more!

Who are you Lord?
On Saturday 27th July, 9am, St Joseph’s college was buzzing with anticipation waiting for Young People to come to
the Swindon Youth Convention 2019. And they came! The
hall was filled to capacity ready to listen to inspirational
speakers and lively worship music.

Party in the Park
Photos from Saturday 20th July — the
date for Party in the Park 2019.

Who are you, Lord?’ Saul asked. ‘I am Jesus whom you are
persecuting,’ he replied (Acts 9:5)
This years theme of the Swindon Annual Youth Event was
‘Who are you Lord?’. This was organised by the Goan
Chaplaincy and Holy Rood Youth Ministry. The event was
well attended, approximately 350 young people from year
9 upwards from Swindon, Reading, Wembley, Southall and
Hounslow came together to answer the question – Who
are you Lord?. The day was well planned and organised –
with speakers including Tenny (Anointing Fire Catholic
Youth Ministries), Jeremiah Vaz (Divine Retreat Centre,
Ramsgate), Fr Dominic Findlay-Wilson (ex Holy Rood
priest) and Deana Hunt (Holy Rood Youth Ministry). All the
speakers spoke about God’s love for them and who the
Lord was for them, explaining how God had intervened in
their lives. There was also a live Gospel band which helped
the young people not only to connect but to pray, dance
and worship the Lord. The day ended with the Holy Mass
celebrated by Bishop Declan Lang (Clifton Dioceses) who
explained to all those gathered that the answer to the
question “Who are you, Lord?” is a journey of faith which
requires us to be closer to the Lord in order for us to find
an answer. Bishop Declan ended the day with reminding
the youth that “you are not just the future Church, but you
are the current Church!”.
We had positive feedback from the young people attending the event explaining that the day was well organised,
and they experienced positive vibes throughout the day
within a prayerful atmosphere.

Party in the Park is an annual social event planned for the team and the young
people confirmed that year. The weather did not support us in the morning, however as the day went by, it was nice and sunny. We had a bring and share lunch
followed by lots of games and various activities. A few of our young people who
were confirmed in July joined us. It was lovely playing different games, including
Dog and the bone, ring, cricket and football. The games made it quite competitive,
but at the same time there was a great bonding and getting to know each other
well. This helped us to discover each other’s strengths and establish a great team
spirit. Hopefully, next year more candidates will come, making this event bigger
and better!

Reflections from 2019 by Kimberly Rodrigues,
Young Leader, HRYM Team
Completing one term as a young leader of the HRYM, I can say that it was one of
the most fulfilling roles I’ve completed. As a young leader, you not only help and
guide the candidates but you also learn a lot about your faith as you go through
the sessions; it’s teaching as well as learning, simultaneously. The best part of being a team member is that you go through training sessions which, honestly, are
so much fun; all (members) are given equal opportunities to grow through the
programme. It’s only the question of how much you are willing to give of yourself
for the change to take place...
If you are a confirmed Young Catholic looking for a way of serving your Parish,
and you would like to find out more about becoming a Young Leader on the
Youth Ministry Team, we would love to hear from you! Find our contact details
on the back page!

