Meet the Core Team—Freelia De Braganca
I came to the UK from Goa in 2006 when I attended St
Joseph’s College. In Goa I was involved in several activities
and I wanted to continue to be involved here. I love being
a Eucharistic Minister and I enjoy reading God’s word during mass also. As well as being in the Core Team with Holy
Rood Youth Ministry, I am also involved with the core
team for the Goan Chaplaincy Youth Ministry. In addition I
help with the baptismal courses, so I keep myself busy!

Holy Rood Youth Ministry
team consists of a Core Team
of 9 members and a group of
more than 20 helpers. We
always have room for more,
so if you fancy joining us, use
the email below, or send a
text, and someone will get
back to you. Thank you!
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After a very busy few
months, we are saying ‘goodbye’ to Confirmation 2018
and ‘hello’ to Confirmation
2019! On-line registrations
are open and more details
about how to register in
person will be following after
Christmas. We are not saying
‘good-bye’ to this year’s candidates though—we have
lots in store for them to get
involved with—including a
Young Leader’s programme.

Holy Hour / Adoration

Holy Rood Youth Ministry Team (HRYM)
2 Groundwell Road
Swindon
SN1 2LU
01793 522062—Church contact number
07585227725—HRYM contact number
swindon.holyrood@cliftondiocese.com—Parish email
hrym.swindon@cliftondiocese.com—HRYM email
holyroodswindon.co.uk—Parish website
cliftondiocese.com—Diocesan website

We are a joyful, Spirit filled community.
Through our love of God and faith in Jesus,
we come together:
to worship,
to grow in faith,
to serve and to give
within and beyond our church.
We are disciples who go out in peace to
spread the Good News
and we have a future full of hope
Youth Ministry at Holy Rood aims to support young
people in getting to know God better - Father, Son
and Holy Spirit - so that they can live life to the full
and become equipped to share that life and the joy
of the Gospel with others …… starting from wherever
they are in their own life just now.

As part of the Confirmation
Programme, all candidates
were encouraged to attend
Holy Hour at least once.
Most did, and we were very
impressed by their involvement and participation. Other parishioners present commented on how reverent our
Young People were! Well
done—look out for dates of
the next Holy Hours scheduled for early next year.

HRYM Swindon

Our last few months have been packed with
activities and events, ranging from Adoration
to Camping! The Youth Ministry Team have
worked very hard, but also had some time to
relax together and have some fun at our picnic / summer social in the Town Gardens.
Confirmation Programme—this year we had
96 candidates who met weekly for 8 sessions.
We followed Chosen, which is a commercially
produced, excellent programme consisting of a
series of videos and discussion questions
around the subjects of prayer, heaven and
hell, salvation history and the sacraments, to
name just a few! We played games, ate snacks,
got to know each other, and generally had a
lot of fun!
Our candidates received the Sacrament of
Confirmation in July during two masses, then
returned to us in September for 4 postconfirmation sessions. The Team have all enjoyed working with our candidates and are
looking forward to next year’s programme!

Goan Chaplaincy / HRYM Joint Events— we
have held a couple of events so far which we
have planned alongside the Goan Chaplaincy
team. Both have been great events, the first
on 28th July at St. Joseph’s Catholic College
and the second on 6th October at Holy Rood
Church. Keep a eye on the Planner to find
dates of future events!
Fanning the Flame Summer Camp— back in
August, a group of us packed up a mini-bus
with tents and sleeping bags and went off to
the New Forest for a few days to the Dominican Sister’s Priory in Lymington. We had a
great few days, worshipping and learning together and sharing fellowship with approximately 130 others. Even those of us who had
never camped before, had fun and have
threatened to go back!

Synod on Youth, Faith and
Vocational Discernment

Literally speaking the word
“synod”, derived from two
Greek words syn meaning
“together” and hodos
meaning “road” or “way”,
means a “coming together”.
A Synod is a religious
meeting or assembly at
which bishops, gathered
around and with the Holy
Father, have opportunity to
interact with each other
and to share information
and experiences, in the
common pursuit of pastoral
solutions which have a universal validity and application.
The Synod, generally speaking, can be defined as an
assembly of bishops representing the Catholic episcopate, having the task of
helping the Pope in the governing of the universal
Church by rendering their
counsel. Pope John Paul II
has referred to the Synod as
“a particularly fruitful expression and instrument of
the collegiality of bishops”.
(synod2018.va)

‘Taking care of young people is not an optional task for
the Church, but an integral part of her vocation and mission in history. In just a few words, this is the specific
scope of the upcoming Synod: just as our Lord Jesus
Christ walked alongside the disciples of Emmaus, the
Church is also urged to accompany all young people,
without exception, towards the joy of love. Instrumentum
Laboris
Each diocese in England and Wales has been asked to send a young person who can
represent the young people of the diocese in meetings with the national rep at the
Bishop’s Conference.
Abbey Mounter, above, from Bristol has been involved with diocesan youth ministry for a number of years including pilgrimages to Lourdes, diocesan days and now
as a lay Chaplain at St. Bede’s. She coordinates their involvement in the CAFOD
Young Volunteers programme. Abbey is a parishioner of St Bernard’s Shirehampton
serving on the altar and studying Theology at Bristol University. Abbey has been
chosen to represent Clifton Diocese—you can follow her journey on the Diocesan
Website.

Prayer of the Pope—Young People, the Faith and Vocational Discernment
Lord Jesus in journeying towards the Synod, your Church turns her attention to all
the young people of the world. We pray that they might boldly take charge of their
lives, aim for the most beautiful and profound things of life and always keep their
hearts unencumbered. Accompanied by wise and generous guides, help them respond to the call you make to each of them, to realize a proper plan of life and
achieve happiness. Keep their hearts open to dreaming great dreams and make
them concerned for the good of others. Like the Beloved Disciple, may they stand at
the foot of the Cross, to receive your Mother as a gift from you. May they be witnesses to your Resurrection and be aware that you are at their side as they joyously
proclaim you as Lord.
Amen.

For all the Synod 2018 relevant information, podcasts and resources, check out the Diocesan website—
cliftondiocese.com
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